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Course Description

This course offers a range of analytical tools to address controversies,
broadly understood as any instance of disagreement around scientific,
technological, medical, or environmental issues. Students are exposed to
different methods that enable them to better understand how the actors
involved in the controversies and their arguments evolve over time. By
introducing historical, sociological, philosophical, and political science
perspectives, students seek to overcome simplistic views of controversies as
easily solvable debates between truth and falsehood. Students also present
controversies as involving actors outside the scientific community and
reflect on normative agendas for not only studying but also critically
intervening in controversies.
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