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Course Description

This course deepen understanding of cooperation, forms of governance, and
political institutions in the contemporary international system and its
evolution, using the various analytical tools provided by theories of
international relations. It explores the diversity of international actors and
the complex nature of their interactions within an international system
profoundly transformed by the end of the Cold War, shifts in power, and new
rivalries among states. In particular, drawing on the study of the various
settings, types, and levels of international cooperation, the course identifies
the challenges currently facing the classical model of the international
system based on state sovereignty and formal multilateralism. At the same
time, it examines the extent to which this shift toward multi-actor (public
and private) and multi-site international cooperation (toward what are called
“complex regimes”) is impacted by the intensification of inter-state
tensions.
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