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Course Description

Starting from the assumption that gendered differences are at the basis of
an unequal gendered system, to which are added other forms of domination,
such as race and class, and that this inequality results from a social
construction based on prejudices and stereotypes, this course explores how
these mechanisms of gender assignment are reflected, constructed but also
challenged in literature. It reflects upon the processes of construction and
deconstruction of gender in a corpus of Anglophone and Francophone
literary texts, and also in the back-and-forth movement between languages
and cultures, insofar as geographical displacement very often induces a
displacement of gendered and textual issues: how is gender inscribed in
literature and how is it translated? The course considers the literary space
as a symbolic space where gendered models can be transgressed and
undermined. To do this, it alternates theoretical readings and textual
analysis of literary texts in English and French. These texts are
systematically contextualized and historicized in order to show how literary
writing and translation are determined by ideology. Finally, the course tries
to define what “feminist” literary translation is and investigates how queer
theory has transformed literary and translation studies.
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