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Course Description

This course explores the Holocaust from different perspectives: the various
stages of the Nazi persecution and extermination of Jews; Jewish voices,
experiences and agency; and the attitude of the surrounding non-Jewish
population towards the Holocaust. Thus, the course introduces what the
historian Saul Freidlander called an “integrated history of the Holocaust”,
taking into account perpetrators, Jewish victims and the surrounding
societies. The geographical focus is on Eastern Europe, where almost all of
the Holocaust killings had taken place. The course explores different types
of sources and historiographical approaches: every-day life, cultural history,
gender history, micro-history. The last sessions of the course explore how
different societies coped with the memory of the Holocaust and the difficult
past, examining Poland, France, and Israel.
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