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Course Description

Since 2022, the departure of French troops from the Sahel has marked the
end of large-scale military operations that proved to be strategic failures for
France. Among the criticisms leveled at political and military leaders, one
recurring accusation is that they acted like a colonial power. To what extent
did this “colonial legacy” influence the military intervention in the Sahel?
What role did more recent legacies play (decolonization wars, “Françafrique”
military cooperation, counterterrorism)? This course investigates these
legacies by studying French officers' representations of African societies,
Islam and jihad, and racial and ethnic categorizations. The sessions are
organized around surveys and presentations by students and discussions
with journalists and researchers in history and political science.
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