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Course Description

This course addresses the ethics and politics of the social sciences, and the
role of the social sciences in ethics and political philosophy. Students
address questions such as: Are the social sciences inferior to the natural
sciences? Should citizens, scientists, or the market decide what gets
researched? Are some topics ethically, or politically, out of bounds for
scientific research? How should science guide policy and what would
evidence-based policy look like? Is cost-benefit analysis the best way to
choose a policy? Does everything have a price? Should our ethics be
informed by the findings of social science? And what should the relationship
between political philosophy and political science be like? The course has
two overall aims: first, to encourage critical reflection on the social sciences
and, second, to explore the relationship of ethics and political philosophy to
the social sciences.
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