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Course Description

This course examines the study of the ‘blue’ spaces of our planet—oceans,
rivers, reefs, and inland bodies of water—through case studies in the arts
and literature. Using the vantage point in Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa, “The Great
Connector”, it considers environments and peoples whose lives are explicitly
connected with and determined by the ocean. It considers kinship,
sovereignty, and belonging through aesthetic, historical, religious, political,
social, and material manifestations. Situated around issues of ocean
acidification, pollution, and sea-level rise, it critically reflects on ways the
humanities can improve our knowledge of cultures, histories, publics and
practices of the blue planet.
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