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Course Description

This course explores the intellectual, religious, and political transformations
that reshaped England during the Reformation and laid the foundations of
the modern Church of England. It examines how theological debates,
assertions of royal authority, popular belief, and international pressures
converged to sever England’s ties with Rome and redefine the relationship
between church, state, and society. In addition, the course situates these
developments within the broader evolution of knowledge, tracing how the
upheavals of the Reformation intersected with the emerging currents of the
Scientific Revolution. It analyzes how shifting methods of inquiry, changing
attitudes toward authority and evidence, and new conceptions of truth
transformed both religious and scientific thought. By integrating the study of
religious reform with the history of knowledge and scientific advancement,
the course highlights how early modern England became a critical site for
rethinking the nature of belief, authority, and the production of knowledge in
the modern world.
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