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Course Description

Using an economic lens, this course draws especially on The Divine
Economy: How Religions Compete for Wealth, Power, and People (supported
by additional cases and readings). Through a mix of close readings, brief
lectures and student presentations, structured discussions, and applied
project work, students will develop practical frameworks for understanding
how religious organizations create value, differentiate themselves, build
loyalty, and attempt to maintain legitimacy. The course covers key themes
such as religious supply and demand; the platform model of religion,
mechanisms of commitment (ritual and social bonding); the role of belief,
and the power of narrative in shaping meaning, identity, and decision-
making.
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