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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor. In
this course, students acquire deep knowledge of British cultural, political,
philosophical, socio-economic history. They develop high ability to elaborate
on texts and their cultural contexts, favoring critical thought. The course
analyzes diverse forms of British Orientalism(s) in literature, visual art, and
cultural theories, with specific reference to late 19th century and 20th
century. Lessons investigate Orientalism as part of the cultural history of
England, connected to colonialism and imperialism, but also to (albeit
ambiguous) processes of intercultural exchanges. The course takes into
consideration diverse literary genres where the notions of cultural difference
and diversity, racism, and sexism intertwine with issues connected to
gender, 'race’, social positioning, and identity. It is introduced by lessons on
cultural, postcolonial and intercultural studies.
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