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Course Description

At the end of the course, the student acquires the ability to understand the
main classical and contemporary sociological theories and to critically
reflect on the fundamental social and cultural mechanisms, identities, and
processes. The student acquires the conceptual tools necessary to consider
contemporary phenomena of cultural production and consumption. The
course focuses on the main concepts to understand classical and
contemporary sociological theories and to reflect critically on the socio-
historical genesis of contemporary societies and on social mechanisms and
social structure with particular reference to the globalized Western world. In
particular, the course provides the analytical tools to thematize the genesis
of contemporary society from a sociological perspective with particular
attention to the classics of the subject and their reflections on modernity
and the forms of capitalism; social roles and institutions; social differences
and inequalities. Also relevant to this part of the course is a theoretical
reflection on sociological styles exemplified by some foundational studies of
the subject. The course then considers social interaction more closely in the
framework of the debate between structure and action and focuses on the
construction of identity and social differences, with particular attention to
gender identities. Finally, some of the most important social issues in
contemporary societies are considered, with particular attention to the
sphere of culture, cultural production, and consumption.
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